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THE  PIONEER  AND   HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION  OF 
THE  PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO. 


James  H.  Coyne,  St.  Thomas, 

President- 

J.  B.  Reynolds,  B.A.,  Guelph, 

Secretary. 

Wm.  Rennie,  Guelph, 

Treasurer. 

St.  Thomas,  Ont.,  March  24,  1898. 

Dear  Sir, — 

At  the  September  meeting  of  the  Association,  the  President  was  authorized  to 
appoint  a  Committee  for  the  following  purposes  : 

1.  To  consider  means  for  widening  the  basis  of  membership. 

2.  To  formulate  some  more  systematic  plan  of  work. 

3.  To  communicate  with  the  Government  with  reference  to  obtaining 
financial  aid. 

4.  To  arrange  for  a  permanent  central  office. 

5.  To  report  to  the  Associatian. 

The  membership  of  the  Association  being  at  present  limited  to  delegates  from 
affiliated  societies,  it  is  considered  desirable  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  advice  of 
others  who,  though  not  connected  with  the  Association,  are  deemed  specially 
qualified  to  give  valuable  information  and  counsel.  I  have  therefore  named  the 
following  as  members  of  the  Committee  : 

Rev.  Dr.  Scadding,  Rev.  Canon  Bull,  M.A.,  Rev.  Dr.  W.  R.  Parker,  His 
Honor  Judge  Ardagh,  Mr.  A.  F.  Hunter,  Mr.  Eli  Crawford,  Mr.  J.  B.  Reynolds, 
B.A.,  Mr.  Wm.  Reunie,  Mr.  George  U.  Mills,  Mr.  D.  B.  Read,  Q.C  ,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Edgar,  Mrs.  Curzon,  Miss  Mary  Agnes  Fiizgibbon,  Mr.  David  Boyle,  Mr.  James 

Bain,  Professor  Mavor,  Rev.  Professor  Wronsj,  Mr.  C.  C.  James,  Rev.  P.  L. 

Spencer,  Very  Rev.  Dean  Harris,  LL.D.,  Miss  J.  Carnochan,  Major  Cruickshank, 

Rev.  Dr.  Teefy,  Mr.  J.  O.  Brant-Sero,  Lt.-Col.  H.  C.  Rogers,  and  Miss  Sara 

Mickle. 

The  Committee  will  meet  at  the  Education  Department  Buildings,  St.  James' 
Square,  Toronto,  on  Wednesday,  the  30oh  inst.,  at  2  p.m. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Ross,  Minister  of  Education,  who  takes  a  warm 
interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Association,  will  be  able  to  be  present. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  your  acceptance  of  membership  in  the  Committee, 
and  also  that  you  will  be  able  to  attend  the  proposed  meeting. 

The  favor  of  a  reply  is  requested. 

Yours  truly, 

JAMES  H.  COYNE, 

President. 
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In  accordance  with  the  terms  ot'  the  preceding  circular,  a  copy  of 
which  was  sent  to  each  of  the  ladies  and  gc^ntlemen  named,  the  meet- 
ing took  place,  when,  in  addition  to  the  convenor,  Mr.  J.  H.  Coyne, 
there  were  present  the  Hon.  Dr.  Ross,  Minister  of  Education,  Miss 
ISara  Mickle,  and  Messrs.  D.  B.  Read,  Q.C.,  C.  C.  James,  M.A.,  Dep.- 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Jas.  Bain,  jun.,  Eli  Crawford,  Rev.  Dr.  Parker, 
J.  Ojijatekha  Brant-Sero,  Professor  Wrong,  and  David  Boyle. 

Many  of  the  others  invited  had  written  Mr.  Coyne,  accepting 
membership  in  the  Committee,  and  expressing  regret  on  account  of 
their  inability  to  attend  and  a  desire  for  the  success  of  the  movement. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  president,  Mr.  Coyne,  the  meeting  was 
addressed  by  Dr  Ross  in  terms  approving  of  the  scheme  to  organize 
a  society  on  a  broader  basis,  and  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  work 
on  a  more  systematic  plan.  He  referred  to  the  assistance  that  might 
be  rendered  by  inspectors  connected  with  his  department,  and  to  the 
desirability  of  forming  an  historical  library  and  museum.  "An  histori- 
cal society  should  be  educational,  and  while  scholarly  and  exact  m  its 
methods,  it  should  reach  the  masses  in  its  results — it  should  appeal  to 
our  domestic  affections  as  well  as  to  our  national  pride  and  our  patriotic 
aspirations.  The  field  before  the  proposed  society  is  an  extensive  one> 
including  the  record  of  facts  pertaining  to  our  school  and  municipal 
systems,  our  development  in  agriculture  and  manufactures,  our 
advancement  in  learning,  in  the  arts,  and  in  the  evolution  of  our 
political  institutions." 

After  the  passing  of  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  secretary,  the 
president  read  a  memorandum  prepared  by  him,  and  for  which  he  was 
very  cordially  thanked  on  motion  of  D.  B.  Read,  Q.C.,  seconded  by  the. 
Rev.  Dr.  Parker.  The  memorandum  is  appended  to  and  forms  part  of 
the  Committee's  report, 

The  Pioneer  and  Historical  Association  of  the  Province  of 

Ontario. 

MEMORANDUM. 
« 

At  a  meeting  of  the  above  Association  held  at  the  Industrial 
Exhibition  Grounds,  Toronto,  on  the  9th  September,  1897,  a  resolution 
was  passed  on  motion  of  D.  B.  Read,  Q.C.,  seconded  by  Reverend  Canon 
Bull,  M.A.,  to  the  following  effect : 

That  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  President  ( 1 )  To  consider 
means  for  widening  the  basis  of  membership  ;  (2)  To  formulate  some 
more  systematic  plan  of  work  ;  (3)  To  arrange  for  a  permanent  central 
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office  ;  (4)  To  communicate  with  the  Government  with  reference  to 
obtaining  tinancial  aid  for  the  Association  :  and  (5)  To  report  to  the 
Association  at  its  annual  meeting  in  June,  or  in  the  discretion  of  the 
President  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  by  him. 

For  a  fuller  understanding  of  the  position  and  requirements  of 
the  Association  the  following  observations  may  be  of  assistance  : 

1.  Organization. 

The  Association  was  organized  at  Toronto  in  the  year  1888.  By 
the  constitution  "  Its  objects  shall  be  to  unite  the  various  Pioneer  and 

Historical  Societies  of  the  Province  in  one  central  head  or  organiza- 
'  tion,  thereby  the  better  to  promote  intercourse  and  union  of  all  such 

societies ;  for  the  better  preservation  of  historical  and  other  records 
"  and  memorials  of  the  Province  ;  for  the  forming  of  new  societies  and 
"  such  [sic]  purposes  and  for  promoting  and  extending  the  influence  and 
"  benefits  thereof  :  also,  this  Association  shall  publish  an  annual  report 
"  containing  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  each  and  every  affiliated 
"  society,  with  such  other  matters  as  may  be  required,  each  such 
"  affiliating  society  to  receive  copies  thereof." 

Its  membership  is  composed  of  three  delegates  from  each  pioneer 
and  historical  society  affiliated  with  the  Association.  At  the  annual 
meeting  held  last  June  at  Niagara  the  Six  Nations  were  admitted  iis 
an  affiliated  society  and  each  tribe  was  declared  entitled  to  send  a 
delegate  in  addition  to  the  Superintendent. 

2.  Affiliated  Societies. 

The  following  Societies  have  affiliated  with  the  Association  : 
The  York  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society,  Toronto. 
The  Peel  Pioneers'  Society,  Brampton. 

The  Simcoe  County  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society,  Barrie. 
The  Wentworth  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society,  Hamilton. 
The  Lundy's  Lane  Historical  Society,  Niagara  Falls. 
The  Thorold  and  Beaver  Dams  Historical  Society,  Thorold. 
The  Grenville  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society,  Brockville. 
The  Elgin  Historical  and  Scientific  Institute,  St.  Thomas. 
The  Woman's  Historical  Society  of  Toronto,  Toronto. 
The  Niagara  Historical  Society,  Niagara. 

The  Town  and  County  of  Peterborough  Historical  Society,  Peter- 
borough. 
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o.  Operations. 

Hitherto  the  operations  of  the  society  have  been  much  hampered 
tor  want  of  funds.  It  has,  however,  kept  its  objects  before  the  public 
by  its  meetings  and  annual  reports.  General  annual  meetings  have 
been  held  at  Toronto,  Brampton,  Hamilton  and  Niagara  successively. 
The  next  will,  by  the  special  invitation  of  the  Superintendent  and 
Council  of  the  Six  Nations,  be  held  at  Ohsweken,  on  the  Grand  River 
Reserve,  on  the  1st  June,  1898. 

Special  meetings  are  held  in  September  of  each  year  at  the  Exhi- 
bition Grounds,  Toronto,  during  the  Industrial  Fair. 

At  these  various  meetings  the  attendance  has  usually  been  good 
and  public  interest  manifested  to  an  extent  which,  considering  all  the 
circumstances,  is  reasonably  satisfactory.  Addresses  are  given  and 
papers  read  at  the  meetings.  A  number  of  the  latter  have  been  pub- 
lished with  the  annual  reports. 

The  Association  has  also  taken  steps  for  the  preservation  of 
national  memorials  which  were  falling  to  decay,  and  has,  by  resolutions 
and  grants  of  money,  furthered  movements  for  the  erection  of  monu-^ 
ments  in  honor  of  Simcoe,  Brock  and  the  U.  E.  Loyalists. 

4.  Financial  Basis. 

By  the  constitution  each  affiliated  society  is  to  contribute  ten 
cents  per  member  to  the  Association  funds,  provided  that  no  greater 
sum  than  $10  shall  be  exacted  from  any  society. 

This  provision  is  found  difficult  to  enforce.  As  may  be  expected, 
the  burden  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  local  societies  usually  falls  upon 
a  few  of  the  more  enthusiastic  members.  Their  work  is  sufficiently 
difficult  without  adding  to  it  the  burden  of  this  assessment ;  it  is  a 
question  whether  the  latter  should  not  be  dispensed  with,  at  any  rate,, 
for  a  few  years. 

5.  Widening  the  Basis  of  Afemhership. 

Two  points  should  be  especially  kept  in  view  :  (1)  The  necessity 
of  retaining  the  present  representation  of  local  societies  whereby  the 
interest  of  every  part  of  the  Province  may  be  secured  and  maintained. 
(2)  The  desirability  of  including  amongst  the  members  all  who  take  a 
special  interest  in  historical  or  archseological  study.  The  presence  and 
assistance  of  those  who  may  be  called  experts  will  tend  to  economize- 
energy  and  expense  and  be  beneficial  in  other  ways. 
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I  would  recommend  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  membership  by  the  following  additions  : 

(a)  Ex-Officio  Members. 

1 .  The  Governor-General,       \  gj^^^y         ^j^jj  ^^^^^^^ 

2.  The  Lieutenant-Governor.  J 

3.  The  Superintendent-General  of  Indian  Affairs. 

4.  The  Minister  ot*  Education. 

5.  The  Dominion  Archivist. 

Any  of  the  five  last  named  members  may  be  represented  by 
a  special  delegate. 

6.  All  who  shall  have  held  any  of  the  said  offices. 

7.  The  Librarian  of  every  Public  Library  in  the  Province. 

8.  The  Curators  of  all  provincial  or  municipal  Archaeological 

Museums  in  the  Province. 

{h)  Honorary  and  Corresponding  Members. 

Such  persons  as  may  be  elected  honorary  or  corresponding  mem- 
bers by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  subject  to 
general  by-laws  in  that  behalf. 

(c)  Life  Members. 

Such  persons  as  shall  contribute  at  one  time  the  sum  of  $25  to  the 
funds  of  the  Association. 

(d)  Annual  Members. 

Such  persons,  being  residents  of  Ontario,  as  shall  pay  an  entrance 
fee  of  S2.  Provision  might  be  made  for  the  requirement  from  annual 
members  of  a  yearly  fee  not  exceeding  $2,  the  payment  of  which 
shall  be  a  condition  of  continued  membership. 


Voting  Power. 

To  guard  against  any  objection  arising  from  a  possible  prepon- 
derance of  the  Toronto  membership,  it  might  be  well  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  and  limit  the 
right  of  voting  as  at  present  to  the  officers  and  delegates,  with  perhaps 
the  extension  of  the  right  of  voting  to  ex- officio  and  life  members.  All 
members  except  honorary  and  corresponding   members  should  be 
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eligible  to  hold  office.  It  might  be  well  to  provide,  if  a  suitable  grant 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Legislature,  that  no  annu?)l  fee  be  exacted 
hereafter  from  affiliated  societies,  but  that  the  funds  of  each  local 
society  be  devoted  to  its  own  local  objects  and  no  other,  except  in  the 
case  of  appeals  of  a  special  and  extraordinary  character. 

(6)  Work  to  he  Undertakev. 

The  work  of  such  an  Association  naturall}^  divides  itself  into  the 
following  classes,  arranged  chronologically  : 

(a)  ArchcBological,  including  the  Examination  of  Mounds,  Ossuaries, 
Ash-heaps,  and  other  Pre-historic  Remains. 

This  work  is  already  so  well  attended  to  by  Mr.  David  Boyle  that 
it  may  for  the  present  be  omitted  from  the  scope  of  the  Association's 
operations,  except  so  far  as  incidental  to  its  other  objects. 

(6)  Aboriginal  History. 

This  includes  an  inquiry  as  to  the  original  savage  occupants  of 
Ontario,  their  origin,  migrations,  traffic  and  intercourse  ;  their 
language,  topographical  nomenclature,  folk-lore  and  literature  ;  the 
origin  and  development  of  their  clan,  tribal  and  national  organization  ; 
the  history  and  results  of  European  contact :  their  present  condition, 
capabilities  and  tendencies. 

(c)  Historic  of  Discovery  and  Exploraiion. 

This  includes  the  study  of  official  records,  printed  and  MS.  books, 
pamphlets,  correspondence,  the  reports  and  maps  of  early  French, 
English  and  British  explorers,  traders  and  missionaries,  soldiers  and 
surveyors,  down  to,  say,  the  U.  E.  Loyalist  immigration. 

{d)  History  of  Settlement. 

(1)  Official,  as  contained  in  public  records,  reports  of  surveyors, 
records  of  crown  lands,  municipal,  court  and  registry  offices,  commis- 
sions, public  correspondence,  etc. 

(2)  Unofficial,  as  contained  in  old  pamphlets  and  newspapers, 
private  journals  and  letters,  monuments  and  epitaphs,  and  tlie  recorded 
or  unrecorded  reminiscences  of  pioneers. 
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The  History  of  Settlement  and  Population  may  be  worked  out 
:along  the  following  lines  : 

(1)  Ethnological  and  Linguistic. 

(2)  Eeligious  and  Ethical. 

(3)  Political  and  Municipal. 

(4)  Social  and  Industrial. 

(5)  Military  and  Naval. 

(6)  Folk-lore. 

(7)  Educational.  Literary  and  Artistic. 

Incidental  Work. 

The  climate  and  physical  conformation  of  a  country  profoundly 
afFect  the  type  and  character  of  its  inhabitants.  It  would  not  be  out- 
side the  scope  of  the  Association's  operations,  if  some  attention  were 
given  to  the  meteorology,  physical  geography,  geology  and  topography 
of  the  various  portions  of  the  Province,  as  affecting  its  historical 
■development. 

This  will  perhaps  be  a  convenient  classification  for  practical  pur- 
poses, although  there  may  be  some  over-lapping. 

Reminiscences  of  Pioneers. 

The  work'  of  recording  the  reminiscences  of  the  pioneers  who 
are  fast  passing  away,  is  one  which  cannot  safely  be  postponed. 
It  should  be  carried  on  upon  systematic  lines  under  competent  expert 
direction,  and  with  the  aid  of  stenographers.  Some  of  the  neighboring 
states,  such  as  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  have  expended  considerable 
sums  in  this  direction.  Their  published  records  become  increasingly 
valuable  each  year  and  to  future  generations  will  be  of  priceless  value. 
On  account  of  the  clanger  of  further  delay,  the  work  involves  consid- 
erable expense  and  should  therefore  be  assisted  generously  with  public 
funds. 

Early  History  and  Topography. 

A  large  part  of  the  early  history  of  the  Province  is  written  or 
printed  in  the  French  language  and  should  be  translated  into  English. 
Much  of  it  is  in  old  departmental  records,  in  fading  ink,  fast  becoming 
illegible.  Many  works  of  great  educational  value  are  locked  up  from 
the  public  in  rare  and  costly  publications  within  reach  of  the  few 
only.  The  best  of  these  should  be  made  available  for  the  community 
-at  large.   Amongst  many  books  and  much  unprinted  material  relating 
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to  the  early  history  of  Ontario,  which  might  by  translation,  transcrib- 
ing, publication  or  reprinting,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  Ontario,  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  student  of  Ontario  history,  the  following 
may  be  mentioned : 

1 .  Sagard's  Country  of  the  Great  Lakes,  his  History  of  Canada, 
and  the  Relations  or  Reports  of  the  early  missionaries. 

2.  Galinee  and  Dollier  de  Casson's  journal  and  map  of  their 
journey  from  Montreal  to  the  Sault  by  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  Great  Lakes  in  1669-70. 

3.  Extracts  from  the  archives  of  London,  Paris,  Ottawa,  Albany,  etc. 

4.  Writings  of  other  early  explorers  and  travellers,  such  as  Hen- 
nepin, La  Salle,  Joliet,  Lafitau,  Lahontan,  Charlevoix,  De  Kalm,  etc. 

5.  Ponchot's  Memoirs  is  a  work  of  special  importance  on  account 
of  its  wealth  of  historical  and  topographical  detail. 

6.  The  valuable  records  of  the  Detroit  Land  Board  from  the  close- 
of  the  Revolutionary  War  until  the  surrender  of  Michigan  by  the 
British  in  1796. 

7.  Original  court  records,  assessment  rolls,  minutes  of  council,  etc., 
in  the  various  districts  and  counties. 

8.  Documentary  histories  of  the  Essex,  Niagara,  Long  Point, 
Talbot,  Canada  Company,  McNab  and  other  settlements,  as  well  as 
of  the  various  national  societies,  and  religious  and  other  communi- 
ties and  institutions. 

The  above  outline  embraces  a  considerable  volume  of  work  for  the 
Association  to  undertake — one  involving  many  years  of  steady  and  con- 
tinuous labor,  and  doubtless  important  classes  of  historical  material 
have  been  overlooked  in  the  list  I  have  given.  If  a  very  small  part 
of  it  is  accomplished  satisfactorily  in  any  one  year,  we  may  well  feel 
that  we  have  not  labored  in  vain. 

Permanent  Headquarters. 
It  is  desirable  that  the  annual  meeting  should  continue  to  be  peri- 
patetic, in  order  to  enlist  a  wider  public  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Association.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  much  advantage  would 
result  from  a  central  office  in  Toronto  or  elsewhere,  in  charge  of  a 
permanent  corresponding  secretary  or  other  officer.  In  such  an  office 
the  Association's  official  correspondence  might  be  conducted,  persons 
interested  in  its  work  could  meet  when  in  town ;  the  nucleus  of 
a  historical  library  and  museum  might  be  formed,  newspapers  and 
exchanges  filed  and  bound,  MSS.,  portraits,  paintings,  statues  and 
records  safely  preserved. 
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Financial  Aid. 

The  legislatures  of  neighboring  States  contribute  large  sums  to 
the  State  Historical  Societies.  Letters  have  been  received  by  the 
undersigned  from  the  secretaries  of  the  Michigan,  Ohio  and  Wisconsin 
Societies,  from  which  it  appears  that  Michigan  contributes  at  the  rate 
of  S2,500  per  annum,  Ohio  $4,000  to  $6,000  per  annum,  and  Wisconsin 
$14,000  per  annum,  to  their  respective  State  societies,  in  addition  to 
paying  other  expen*«es,  these  latter  amounting  in  the  case  of  Wisconsin 
to  many  thousands  per  annum.  The  last  mentioned  State  is  also 
erecting  an  historical  library  building  which  will  probably  cost  about 
half  a  million  dollars  and  which  will  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world. 
Its  library  already  embraces  some  200,000  historical  books  and 
pamphlets,  besides  innumerable  maps,  portraits,  etc. 

The  example  of  these  States  is  worthy  of  imitation  by  the  Prov- 
ince of  Ontario,  which  justly  boasts  of  its  advancement  in  all  educa- 
tional work.  In  the  creation  and  promotion  of  high  national  ideals 
the  value  of  a  knowledge  of  our  history  is  beyond  estimation,  and 
Ontario  cannot  afford  to  fall  behind  her  neighbors  in  patriotism. 

It  is  gratifj^ing  to  know  that  the  Legislature  of  Ontario  appre- 
ciates the  importance  of  the  work  we  have  undertaken.  At  its  last 
session  the  Government  placed  in  the  estimates,  and  parliament  oranted 
without  dissent,  a  sum  in  aid  of  our  operations  for  the  current  year. 
It  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  this  aid  will  be  continued  in 
future  years  and  be  proportioned  to  the  energy  we  bring  to  the  work 
in  hand  and  our  success  in  carrying  it  out.  The  Honorable  Dr.  Ross, 
Minister  of  Education,  takes  a  warm  interest  in  our  objects.  The 
members  of  the  late  Legislature  on  both  sides  of  the  House  were 
friendly  to  the  Association.  'J  here  is  no  reason  to  think  that  the  new 
House  will  be  less  so,  and  we  would  enter  on  our  broader  field  of  work 
under  the  most  favorable  auspices. 

EtJiTiological  Report. 

As  to  immediate  operations  it  might  be  stated  that  the  Association 
might  also  render  valuable  aid  to  the  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science  in  furthering  its  ethnological  enquiries  relat- 
ing to  Ontario,  as  arranged  for  at  the  recent  Toronto  meeting. 

A  very  pressing  work  is  that  of  sending  out  circulars  to  news- 
papers, municipal  bodies,  professors,  teachers,  inspectors  of  schools, 
government  and  municipal  officers  and  others  throughout  the  Province 
urging  the  careful  preservation  and  collection  of  historic  records,  MSS., 
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letters,  journals,  maps,  portraits,  etc.,  and  also  of  archaeological  remains. 
Another  is  that  of  covering  the  Province  w^ith  societies  in  affiliation 
with  the  Provincial  Association.  I  have  prepared  a  list  of  proposed 
amendments  which  may  be  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  connection  with  such  suggestions  as  the  members  may  be 
disposed  to  make  and  which  I  need  hardly  state  are  cordially  invited. 

The  expediency  of  incorporation  is  also  suggested  for  considera- 
tion. 

I  would  furtlier  suggest  that  in  order  to  indicate  our  relationship  to 
the  educational  work  of  the  Province,  it  might  be  well  to  provide  by 
the  constitution  that  the  Minister  of  Education  for  the  time  being  be 
Honorary  President  of  the  Association. 

JAMES  H.  COYNE. 

Dated  at  St.  Thomas, 

March  3()th,  1898. 


Present  Constitution  of  the  "  Pioneer  and  Historical  Associa- 
tion OF  the  Pkovince  of  Ontario,  Canada,"  in  connection 
with  which  certain  changes  are  suggested  for  considera- 
tion AT  the  next  General  Meeting,  May  23rd. 

1.  This  Association  shall  be  called  the  "  Pioneer  and  Historical 
Association  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada." 

2.  Its  objects  shall  be  to  unite  the  various  Pioneer  and  Historical 
Societies  of  the  Province  in  one  central  head  or  organization,  thereby 
the  better  to  promote  intercourse  and  union  of  all  such  societies,  for 
the  better  preservation  of  historical  and  other  records  and  memorials 
of  the  Province,  for  the  forming  of  new  societies  and  such  purposes, 
and  for  the  promoting  and  extending  the  influence  and  benefits 
thereof.  Also,  this  Association  shall  publish  an  annual  report,  con- 
taining the  names  of  all  the  members  of  each  and  every  affiliated 
society,  with  such  other  matters  as  may  be  required,  each  such  affiliating 
society  to  receive  copies  thereof. 

3.  Its  membership  shall  consist  of  delegates  from  all  the  various 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Societies  of  the  Province,  of  such  as  are  now  in 
existence,  and  of  those  that  may  in  the  future  be  formed. 

4.  The  affairs  of  this  Association  shall  be  managed  by  a  President, 
two  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  five  ;  all  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  from  among  the  regular 
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members  of  the  Association.  The  officers  being  ex-ojficio  members  of 
the  committee,  all  of  whom  shall  hold  office  until  their  successors  are 
regularly  appointed. 

5.  The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  at 
such  place  in  Ontario  as  shall  be  appointed  at  each  preceding  annual 
or  adjourned  annual  meeting,  such  annual  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  June  in  each  and  every  year,  to  receive  the  annual 
reports  of  the  Association,  and  taking  proper  action  thereon  ;  for  the 
nomination  and  election  of  officers,  the  committee  and  two  auditors, 
and  to  transact  such  other  business  as  may  be  required.  Five  mem- 
bers to  form  a  quorum  ;  for  the  committee,  three. 

6.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  this  Association  to  exercise  any  con- 
trol in  governing  or  directing  any  of  the  affiliated  societies,  or  in  any 
way  to  interfere  in  their  private  working ;  but  in  case  any  question  is 
referred  to  this  Association  by  any  of  the  affiliated  societies,  then  it 
will  be  competent  for  this  Association  to  consider  and  decide  upon  any 
such  question  or  reference. 

7.  No  portion  of  the  Constitution  or  By-laws  of  the  Association 
may  be  altered,  added  to,  or  repealed,  until  approved  of  by  tw  o-thirds 
of  the  members  present  at  the  meeting ;  and  for  such  proposed  altera- 
tion, adding  to,  or  repeal,  notice  thereof  shall  be  ^iven  to  the  Secretary 
in  writing  and  signed  by  such  requirer,  at  least  one  month  before  the 
said  meeting ;  and  the  Secretary  shall  immediately,  on  reception  of 
said  notice,  send  copies  of  such  proposed  alterations,  adding  to,  or 
repeal,  to  each  member  of  the  Association. 

8.  Each  and  every  affiliated  society  shall  pay  into  the  funds  of 
this  Association  an  annual  sum,  as  dues,  of  ten  cents  for  each  and 
every  member  of  such  society  ;  but  when  the  number  of  members  of 
such  society  exceeds  one  hundred,  then  no  further  annual  dues,  namely, 
than  ten  dollars  for  such  affiliated  society,  will  be  required ;  said  dues 
to  be  due  and  payable  at  each  annual  meeting,  and  if  not  paid,  the  dele- 
gates from  such  society  will  not  have  a  vote  until  such  arrears  are  paid. 

9.  Honorary  members  not  living  in  Ontario  may  be  elected  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  but  such  honorary  mem- 
bers shall  not  vote  or  hold  office  except  as  an  auditor.  Nor  shall  such 
honorary  members  have  a  voice  in  the  regular  business  of  the  Associa- 
tion, except  by  permission. 

10.  A  special  meeting  of  the  Association  may  be  called  by  the 
chairman  upon  a  requisition  signed  by  three  members,  which  meeting 
shall  be  competent  to  entertain  no  business  except  such  as  it  is 
called  for. 
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11.  No  subjects  involving  differences  in  religion  or  politics  will  on 
any  account  be  considered  proper  for  discussion. 

Each  and  every  affiliated  society  will  be  represented  in  this 
Association  by  not  more  than  three  delegates  regularly  appointed  by 
such  affiliated  society,  the  Secretary  of  this  Association  being  notified 
in  writing  by  the  Secretary  of  such  society  of  the  appointment,  with 
name  and  address  of  same.  The  Six  Nations  of  the  Grand  River 
Reserve  are  entitled  to  be  represented  by  six  delegates,  that  is  to  say, 
by  one  delegate  from  each  nation. 


Proposed  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Pioneer 
AND  Historical  Association  of  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

Paragraph  of  Constitution. 

1.  The  section  to  read :  This  Association  shall  be  called  "  The 
Ontario  Historical  Society." 

2.  Omit  "and  such  purposes"  in  fifth  line. 

Strike  out  last  sentence,  and  substitute  the  following : 
The  Association  shall  also  engage  in  the  collection,  preservation, 
exhibition  and  publication  of  materials  lor  the  study  of  history, 
especially  the  history  of  Ontario  and  of  Canada ;  to  this  end  exploring 
the  archaeology  of  the  Province,  acquiring  documents  and  manuscripts, 
obtaining  narratives  and  records  of  pioneers,  conducting  a  library  of 
historical  reference,  maintaining  a  gallery  of  historical  portraiture  and 
an  ethnological  and  historical  museum,  publishing  and  otherwise 
diffusing  information  relative  to  the  history  of  the  Province  and  of 
the  Dominion,  and  in  general  encouraging  and  developing  within  this 
Province  the  study  of  history. 

The  Association  shall  publish  an  annual  report,  containing  the 
names  of  its  officers  and  members,  and  also  of  the  officers  of  each 
affiliated  society,  together  with  such  contributed  papers  and  other 
matters  as  may  be  deemed  expedient.  Copies  of  such  report  shall  be 
furnished  to  every  member  and  every  affiliated  society. 

3.  Substitute  the  following: 

The  Association  shall  be  composed  of  the  following  classes  of 
members : 

Ex-ojfficio  members,  delegates,  life,  honorary,  corresponding  and 
annual  members. 
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(a)  Ex-officio  members  are  : 
The  Governor-General  of  Canada. 
The  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ontario. 
The  Superintendent  General  of  Indian  Affairs. 
The  Mini>ter  of  E^lucation. 
The  Dominion  Archivist. 
All  who  have  held  any  of  the  said  offices. 
All  University  Professors  of  History  in  Ontario. 
The  Directors  of  all   Provincial   or   Municipal    A  rcha3ological 
Museums  in  Ontario. 

(h)  Any  Historical  Society  in  Ontario  may  be  admitted  to  affilia- 
tion with  the  Association  by  resolution  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  latter 

Every  affiliated  society  may  be  represented  by  not  more  than 
three  delegates  regularly  appointed  by  such  society. 

The  Six  Nations  of  the  Grand  River  Reserve  may  be  represented 
by  one  representative  from  each  of  the  six  nations. 

The  Secretary  of  every  affiliated  society  (including  the  Six 
Nations)  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  of  the  name 
^nd  address  of  every  delegate  so  appointed. 

(c)  Life  members  are  such  persons  as  shall  at  any  time  contribute 
not  less  than  $25  to  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

(d)  Annual,  honorary  and  corresponding  members  may  be  chosen 
by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Association  at  any  regular  or 
^^pecial  meeting  thereof. 

Annual  members  shall  pay  an  admission  fee  of  Si. 00,  and  (if  so 
provided  by  resolution  of  tlie  Executive  Committee  from  time  to  time) 
an  annual  fee  of  not  more  than  $1.00.  Upon  non  payment  of  such 
annual  fee  within  the  time  hxed  by  the  resolution  such  membership 
shall  cease. 

Honorary  or  corresponding  members  shall  not  be  chosen  unless 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
present  at  the  meeting  electing  them,  subject  to  any  by-laws  that 
be  passed. 

Corresponding  members  must  be  resident  elsewhere  than  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario. 

The  right  to  vote  shall  be  accorded  to  and  may  be  exercised  by 
life  and  ex-officio  members,  delegates  from  affiliated  societies,  and 
officers  of  the  Association,  and  no  others. 
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The  Governor- General,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Superintendent- 
General  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Minister  of  Education  may  each  be- 
represented  by  a  delegate,  who  shall  have  the  right  of  voting  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Association, 

All  present  members  of  the  Society  shall  continue  as  such  until 
after  the  next  annual  meeting. 

4.  Strike  out "  Secretary  "  and  insert  "Recording  Secretary,  a  Cor- 
responding Secretary.    Strike  out  the  word  "  regular." 

7.  Add  the  words,  "  and  to  the  Secretary  of  every  affiliated 
Society." 

8.  Strike  out  the  section  and  substitute  : 

Every  affiliated  Society  shall  pay  into  the  funds  of  the  Associa- 
tion such  annual  or  other  sum  (if  any)  as  may  be  from  time  to  time 
determined  by  resolution  of  the  Association  ;  provided  that  such  sum 
shall  not  in  any  year  exceed  ten  cents  for  each  member  of  such  Society,, 
nor  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  in  all  for  such  Society.  Payment  of  such 
sum  (if  any)  shall  be  a  condition  of  continuance  of  affiliation  and  of 
membership  of  delegates  appointed  by  such  Society. 

9.  10,  12.  Strike  out. 
Add  the  following : 

Ojftcers. 

1.  The  Minister  of  Education  for  the  time  being  shall  be  Honorary 
President  of  the  Association. 

2.  The  principal  duties  of  the  President  shall  be  to  preside  at  all 
meetings  and  be  the  official  head  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

3.  The  principal  duties  of  the  Vice-Presidents  shall  be,  in  the  order 
of  seniority,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  President  in  the  event  of  the 
absence  or  disability,  for  any  cause  whatever,  of  the  latter,  and  in  case 
both  President  and  Vice-President  are  absent,  then  any  one  may  be 
chosen  by  a  majority  of  those  present  to  act  as  President,  pro  tempore^ 

4.  The  principal  duties  of  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  to 
keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association. 

5.  The  principal  duties  of  the  Corresponding  Secre  tary  shall  be 
to  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  Committee  ;  to 
keep  safely  and  systematically  all  papers,  records  and  documents 
belonging  to  the  Association  or  in  anywise  pertaining  to  the  business 
thereof,  except  such  as  may  be  committed  to  the  care  of  other  officers ; 
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to  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Association  ;  to  edit  and  super- 
vise its  publications  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  ; 
to  act  as  tlie  superintendent  of  its  permanent  offices  at  Toronto,  its 
library,  museum  and  collections,  and  other  property  committed  to  his 
care,  to  record  the  accessions  of  and  catalogue  and  arrange  the  same, 
and  generally,  to  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

6.  The  principal  duties  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  to  receive  and 
keep  in  his  care  and  custody  all  moneys  and  such  other  property  of 
the  Association  as  may  be  committed  to  his  charge  by  the  Executive 
Compoittee  ;  to  invest  the  capital  of  the  funds  in  his  hands  as  he  shall 
be  authorized  by  the  Executive  Committee  ;  to  pay  out  such  of  the 
said  moneys  from  time  to  time  as  he  shall  he  authorized  to  pay  upon 
proper  warrants  and  vouchers  therefor  ;  to  keep  proper  accounts  of 
his  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  render  from  time  to  time  as 
required  full  and  correct  statements  thereof  and  generally  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  his  office. 

All  moneys  of  the  Association  shall  forthwith  when  received  be 
deposited  in  a  chartered  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Association,  and 
shall  from  time  to  time  as  required  be  chequed  out  by  the  Treasurer 
subject  to  the  regulations  and  directions  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  Treasurer's  accounts  shall  be  audited  before  each  annual  meeting 
by  auditors  appointed  by  the  Association  or  the  Executive  Committee, 
.and  a  summary  of  the  same  shall  be  published  in  the  annual  report. 

7.  The  said  officers  shall  perform  such  additional,  or  different 
duties  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  imposed  or  required  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  or  as  may  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the 
by-laws. 

8.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  by  and  hold 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

9.  Upon  the  death,  resignation  or  removal  from  office  of  any 
other  officer  of  the  Association,  his  successor  may  be  chosen  by  the 
Executive  Committee  at  any  special  or  general  meeting  thereof,  and 
hold  office  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Association. 

10.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  by  a  majority  vote 
of  all  its  members,  or  upon  a  two-thirds  vote  of  those  present  at  a 
lawful  meeting  thereof,  to  remove  from  office  any  officer  of  the  Associ- 
ation, whenever  from  disability,  neglect  of  duty,  inefficiency,  misman- 
agement, misconduct  in  office,  or  other  cause,  in  their  opinion  the  best 
interests  of  the  Association  shall  seem  to  require  such  removal.  They 
shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  in  their  number. 
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They  may  appoint  sub-committees  of  their  own  number,  which 
may,  subject  at  all  times  to  revision  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
exercise  any  or  all  the  powers  of  the  executive  Committee,  except 
those  of  electing  or  removing  officers. 

They  may  adopt  by-laws  for  their  government  and  guidance  not 
inconsistent  with  this  constitution.  They  may  hold  meetings  upon  the 
call  of  any  three  members  of  the  Committee  or  of  the  President  or 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  make  an  annual  report 
to  the  Association  of  all  their  acts  and  doings,  and  of  the  condition  of 
the  Association  and  its  work,  accompanied  by  such  suggestions  as  may 
seem  to  them  appropriate. 

They  shall  perform  such  additional  duties  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Association. 

Meetings. 

1.  Special  meetings  of  the  Association  may  be  held  from  time  to 
time  as  required  upon  call  of  the  President,  Recording  or  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  or  of  three  other  members  of  the  Executive  Committee- 

The  Committee  recommends : 

1.  That  the  observations  and  suggestions  contained  in  the  Mem- 
orandum be  considered  by  the  Association  at  a  Special  Meeting  to  be 
called  by  the  President. 

2.  That  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  be  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  appendix  to  this  report,  and 
that  the  same  as  amended  be  consolidated  and  printed. 

3.  That  a  permanent  central  office  be  obtained  in  Toronto  by 
arrangement  with  the  Education  Department  or  otherwise. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


James  H.  Coyne, 

Pres.,  P.  and  H.  Assn. 


David  Bo\xe, 

Secretary  of  Committee. 
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In  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting  in 
Toronto,  on  March  .SOth  ult.,  delegates  are  hereby  invited  from  your 
Society,  in  compliance  with  article  7  of  the  constitution,  to  consider 
the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  and  take  such  action  thereon  as 
.may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Very  truly  yours, 
J.  H.  Coyne,  J.  B.  Reynolds, 

Pres.,  P.  and  H.  Assn.  Sec,  P.  and  H.  Assn. 


The  meeting  to  which  delegates  are  invited  will  be  held  at  1.30 
p.m.,  on  the  23rd  day  of  May  next,  at  the  Education  Department, 
Toronto.    A  full  attendance  is  requested. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  delegates  who  come  prepared  to  suggest 
alterations  or  amendments  should  have  their  proposals  in  written 
form  as  motions.  Tliis  is  important  because  there  is  much  ground  to 
go  over  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  economize  time. 

J.  H.  Coyne,  David  Boyle, 

Pres.,  P.  and  H.  Assn.  Secretary  of  Committee. 


